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Foreword BY Stefan Leder, Director

             years of the Orient-Institut Beirut (OIB)’s history represents five decades of interaction with this vibrant city, its  
                academic and cultural institutions, as well as the multi-faceted communities with their dynamic social environments 
in Lebanon. Beirut has generously offered throughout that period of time the liberty as well as the intellectual receptivity 
and inspiration that have protected and supported the institute’s work. Research, publication and academic activities have 
greatly benefitted from this supportive surrounding. Moreover, the hospitality and friendship of the local communities, 
which has not waned during past troubled periods, has been an added incentive for the institute’s personnel and for the 
institution’s organizers in Germany. Firm faith in Lebanon’s good fortunes and important cultural mission have been, and 
still are, a raison d’être of the OIB. 
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Beirut’s appearances and character have profoundly changed 
during these decades. Moreover, today, in the summer of 
2011, it seems that a strong pull towards change, politically, 
socially and perhaps culturally, has taken a grip on many 
countries in the Middle East and North Africa. Many of our 
perceptions and research agendas have also changed in 
reaction to an altered world and new conditions, and due 
to academic dynamics, which have brought about new dis-
ciplines, approaches and actors interested in Middle East 
Studies. As such, it seems worthwhile on this occasion to 
look back at our heritage.

The institute looks back on five decades of well-documented 
research on matters related to Lebanon and the region, 
past and present. This research is conducted by its many 
dedicated research associates, librarians, affiliates, fellows 
and authors. In order to convey insight into the research 
agendas of the past, and with the intention of honoring 
the scholars who have contributed to transforming the In-
stitute into what it now is, this anniversary brochure gives 
a brief summary of their academic work, fields of research 
and careers. For practical purposes, however, we have had 
to confine this survey, with few exceptions only, to those 
who have joined the Orient-Institut as employed associates

and were thus charged, besides their research, with various 
added responsibilities. Working in Beirut at the Institute has 
served as a reliable prelude to subsequent academic careers 
which have often led to professorships at universities in 
Germany and elsewhere. Our catalog lists more than one 
hundred scholars associated with the Institute, and it reads, 
especially for the period before the nineties, like a Who Is 
Who of Oriental Studies in Germany.

When the institute was founded in 1961 at the initiative 
of the Deutsche Morgenländische Gesellschaft, studies on 
the Near and Middle East in Germany were in great need 
for better access to the expanding publication activity in 
the region. Particular care was given to building an up-to-
date research library, which is now considered one of the 
institute’s assets. As a consequence of World War II and the 
holocaust, Oriental Studies in Germany were also striv-
ing to re-establish international networks and to reaffirm 
their reputation, which had suffered from the emigration 
of German Jewish scholars formerly active in this field in 
Germany. Beirut’s international academic institutions, such as 
the American University Beirut, l’Université Saint-Joseph, 
the emergent Lebanese University, as well as other institu-
tions and universities, have been arenas of exchange with

50 



03
Foreword by Stefan Leder, Director

academics from Lebanon and the Arab East, as well as with colleagues 
from Europe and the United States. Beirut, the Arab center of independent 
publishers and authors at that time, simultaneously connected German 
researchers with Arab intellectuals and international academia.

Over the years, the Ottoman style villa and its historical garden, where 
the institute has been housed since 1963, has become a feature of its local 
identity. Known today as “The Orient” among the participants of monthly garden 
meetings for doctoral students in Beirut, it is not only an impressive venue 
for academic events, and does not only host the library and public reading 
rooms and accommodate researchers in its guest rooms, but it also repre-
sents a substantial contribution to the preservation of historical architecture 
in Zokak al-Blat, one of the few remaining traditional quarters of Beirut.

The Orient-Institut gradually evolved into the OIB and Orient-Institut Istanbul 
after German citizens had to leave Beirut temporarily in 1987, and a branch of 
the institute was established in Istanbul in 1989. For more than twenty years, 
its bifurcated existence at two locations has weighed heavily upon resources, 
but has also enriched and expanded research horizons, as German research in 
Ottoman Studies, Turkish and Turkic Studies could unfold in Istanbul in coop-
eration with universities in Turkey. One year ago, after the foundation of the 
Orient-Institut Istanbul as an independent institution, and with the installation 
of a new directorate there, the terminal phase of the hijra to Istanbul ended 
for the OIB. In consequence of this history, research associates from both 
locations, Beirut and Istanbul, are listed in the anniversary brochure.

The return to Beirut in the form of a full-sized institute was made possible 
thanks to the continued support of the Foundation of German Humanities 
Institutes Abroad (DGIA) to which the Orient-Institut has adhered since 
2003. With that date, a period of more than forty years ended during which 
the German Oriental Society (DMG) had administered the institute’s af-
fairs and supervised its activities under often difficult circumstances. This 
turn in the institute’s history has not had any effects on its mission, but 
rather has broadened its horizons. The great scholarly tradition of German
Oriental Studies, which had been cherished and nurtured under most of its

directors, is not likely to disappear from the institute.

Today, the academic research center OIB is dedicated to conducting and support-
ing regional studies of historical and contemporary matters, mainly of the Arab 
world. Its multi-disciplinary structure includes, inter alia, history, literary studies, 
Islamic studies, studies of the Christian Near East, social sciences, political stud-
ies, linguistics and geography. Cooperation with institutions and scholars in the 
region, the instigation and hosting of local working groups, the organization of 
workshops and conferences as well as the publication of research results pro-
duced in Beirut and elsewhere constitute main aspects of the institute’s work. In 
order to intensify its presence in Arab countries and to deepen its contacts with 
young academics, the Cairo Bureau of the OIB was opened in 2009. 

Conducting research work on the region and in the region today involves 
challenges quite different from the obstacles encountered fifty years ago, 
when intercontinental transport and communication was costly and tiresome 
– and the impact of colonial rule still a firm reality. The Near East, its people, 
ideas and agendas, are much more part of a globalized world today than one 
would have imagined a few decades ago. This does not diminish complexities 
and misunderstandings. Whichever way one tends to design research work, 
whether it is historically oriented or focused on contemporary matters, it 
remains a crucial task to foster understanding between Europe and the Near 
East through professional and serious commitment to an adequate treatment 
of the voices and views prevalent in the region. 

From its beginnings, the OIB has received its funds mainly from the Federal 
Ministry of Education and Research and obtained additional sponsoring for its 
equipment, housing and activities from German foundations, such as Fritz Thys-
sen Stiftung, VolkswagenStiftung, as well as by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs via 
its embassies in Beirut, Istanbul and Cairo. Many academic events were planned 
in cooperation with political foundations active in the region, with universities 
in Lebanon, and with the Institut Français du Proche Orient. In grateful recogni-
tion of the funding received from its donors, and in acknowledgement of the 
loyalty of its many partners in the region, the OIB looks forward to carrying on 
its work in a region which will certainly preserve its dynamics in the near future. 



short biographies



05
Short Biographies

des Paradieses”: die Prophetenmoschee von Medina (2007). – 2009 
Master in Library and Information Science, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin.

Hans Hinrich Biesterfeldt, Prof. em. Dr.

OIB research associate 1971-1973. Discipline: Islamic Studies. Research areas: 
Arabic language and history of science. Wrote Galens Traktat „Dass die Kräfte 
der Seele den Mischungen des Körpers folgen“ in arabischer Übersetzung 
(1973). 1986-2008 professor at the department for Oriental and Islamic Stud-
ies (Seminar für Orientalistik und Islamwissenschaft), Ruhr-Universität Bo-
chum; director of the Arabic Language Department (Landesspracheninstitut), 
Ruhr-Universität Bochum.

Anna Ayşe Akasoy, Dr.

OIB student intern 1999, affiliated research fellow 2000. Discipline:        
Oriental Studies. Research areas: Intellectual history of al-Andalus, Islamic 
philosophy, Sufism, cultural exchanges. Wrote Philosophie und Mystik in 
der späten Almohadenzeit (2006); co-edited Islam and Tibet: Interactions 
along the Musk Routes (2010). – Currently British Academy postdoctoral 
fellow at the Oriental Institute, University of Oxford.

Peter Bachmann, Prof. em. Dr.

OIB research associate 1964-1966, director of the OIB 1974-1978. Discipline: 
Arabic studies. Research areas: History of science, classical and modern Ara-
bic literature, Sufism. Wrote Galens Abhandlung darüber, daß der vorzügli-
che Arzt Philosoph sein muss (1966), Bemerkungen zur Rolle des arabisch-
islamischen Orients im Werk Lessings (in Arabic, 1984), “Der mit den zwei 
Hörnern“ : Alexander der Große in Werken der arabischen Literatur (2005). 
– 1979-2001 professor for Arabic Studies (Arabistik), Georg-August-Univer-
sität Göttingen.

Gertrud Bauer, Dr. 

OIB research associate 1975-1977. Discipline: Semitic languages.
Research area: Coptic Studies. Wrote Athanasius von Qūṣ: Qilādat at-
taḥrīr fī ʿilm at-tafsīr: eine koptische Grammatik in arabischer Sprache 
aus dem 13./14. Jahrhundert (1972); Konkordanz der nichtflektierten 
griechischen Wörter im bohairischen Neuen Testament (1975).

Marcel Behrens, Dr. 

Head librarian of the OIB since 2007. Discipline: Islamic Studies. Main 
research areas: History of medina, violence in Islam. Wrote: “Ein Garten 

Marcel Behrens in his office
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Christoph Correll, Prof. em. Dr.

OIB research associate 1971-1973. Discipline: Semitic languages. 
Research area: Aramaic and Hebrew languages. Wrote Materialien 
zur Kenntnis des neuaramäischen Dialekts von Baḫʿa (1969), Un-
tersuchungen zur Syntax der neuwestaramäischen Dialekte des 
Antilibanon (Ma’lūla, Bax’a, Gubb ‘Adīn) (1978), Krone des König-
tums = Keter Malkūt  (1994). – 1980-2005 professor of Historical-
Comparative Linguistics (Historisch-Vergleichende Sprachwissen-
schaft), Universität Konstanz.

Stephan Dähne, Dr.

OIB research associate 2001-2004. Discipline: Semitic and Arabic stud-
ies. Research area: Classical Arabic literature. Wrote Reden der Araber: 
die politische ḫuṭba in der klassischen arabischen Literatur (2001), 
Zu zwei arabischen Missionarspredigten des frühen 18. Jahrhunderts 
(2007); co-edited World War One as remembered in the Countries of 
the Eastern Mediterranean (BTS 99, 2006). 

Hans Daiber, Prof. em. Dr.

OIB research associate 1973-1975. Disciplines: Semitic and Islamic 
Studies, Philosophy. Research areas: Semitic languages as cultural 
mediators between Antiquity and the Middle Age, Medieval Arabic 
manuscripts. Wrote a.o. Das theologisch-philosophische System des 
Muʿammar Ibn ʿ Abbād as-Sulamī (BTS 19, 1975), Aetius Arabus (1980), 
Bibliography of Islamic Philosophy (1999, 2 vols.; suppl. 2007). Series 
editor of Aristoteles Semitico-Latinus (since 1975); Islamic Philosophy, 
Theology and Science (since 1982). – 1977-1995 professor for Arabic 
and Islam, Free University of Amsterdam; 1995-2010 professor for Ori-
ental Languages (Orientalische Philologien), Johann Wolfgang Goethe-
Universität Frankfurt am Main. 

Sara Binay, Dr.
 
OIB research associate 2005-2008. Discipline: Arabic Studies. Re-
search area: Classical and modern Arabic literature. Wrote Die Figur 
des Beduinen in der arabischen Literatur: 9.-12. Jahrhundert (2006), 
“Why will Hassan Nasrallah Win the Noble Prize for education?” 
(2009); co-edited Translating the Bible into Arabic: historical, text 
critical and literary aspects (BTS 131, in preparation). – Since 2009 
intercultural trainer/coach (certificate Friedrich-Schiller Universität 
Jena) with a focus on Arab world related expertise.

Ralph Bodenstein, Dr.-Ing. des. 

OIB affiliated researcher 1998-1999 and 2001-2003; doctoral re-
search fellow 2004-2005. Discipline: Architectural and urban history. 
Research areas: Interfaces between architectural, social and cultural 
history; domestic architecture, industrial architecture. Co-authored 
History, Space, and Social Conflict in Beirut (BTS 97, 2005). – Since 
2008 DAAD lecturer for Islamic Architectural and Urban History, Cairo 
University, and research fellow at the German Archaeological 
Institute, Cairo Dept.

Heribert Busse, Prof. em. Dr. 

OIB research associate 1964-1965. Discipline: Islamic Studies. Re-
search areas: Early Muslim history, Muslim-Christian-Jewish rela-
tions, Arab and Persian diplomatics. Wrote Chalif und Großkönig: Die 
Buyiden im Iraq (BTS 6, 1969), Jerusalemer Heiligtumstraditionen 
in altkirchlicher und frühislamischer Zeit (1987), Die theologischen 
Beziehungen des Islams zu Judentum und Christentum (1991); ed-
ited ʿAbd al-Ġānī an-Nābulusī, At-tuḥfa an-nābulisīya (BTS 4, 1971). 
– 1973-1991 professor for Islamic Studies (Islamwissenschaft), Chris-
tian-Albrechts-Universität zu Kiel.



co-editor of the Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenländischen Gesell-
schaft (ZDMG) and the series Porta linguarum orientalum (Harras-
sowitz). – 1976-2009 professor of Oriental Philology (Orientalische 
Philologie), Universität zu Köln.

Sabine Dorpmüller, Dr. 

OIB research associate in Cairo since 2011. Disciplines: Arabic and 
Islamic Studies. Main research areas: Islamic ritual, popular religion, 
Arabic palaeography, cultural history, and Islamic public sphere. Wrote 
Religiöse Magie im “Buch der probaten Mittel”. Analyse, kritische 
Edition und Übersetzung des Kitāb al-Muğarrabāt von Muḥammad 
ibn Yūsuf as-Sanūsī (gest. um 895/1490) (2005). – 2000-2006 
Assistant Professor, Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität Münster. Since 
2007 also Associate Professor of Arabic and Islamic Studies at the 
Netherlands-Flemish Institute in Cairo.

Andreas Drechsler, Dr. 

Temporary head librarian of the OIB 2006-2007. Disciplines: Islamic Studies, 
Iranian Studies, Modern history, Library science. Main research area: Persian 
history. Wrote: Die Geschichte der Stadt Qom im Mittelalter (1999). – Since 
1993 librarian, Otto-Friedrich-Universität Bamberg.

Birgit Embaló, née Seekamp, Dr. 

OIB research associate 1996-1999. Discipline: Arabic Studies. Main re-
search areas: modern Arabic literature, conflict and urban violence in 
West Africa, Muslim communities and the colonial history of Portuguese 
Guinea. Wrote Palästinenser im arabischen Roman (2000); co-authored 
Kulturelle Selbstbehauptung der Palästinenser (BTS 71, 2001); co-edited 
Myths, Historical Archetypes and Symbolic Figures in Arabic Literature 

Rainer Degen, Prof. em. Dr. (1941-2010)

OIB research associate 1978-1980. Discipline: Semitic languages.
Research areas: Semitic and Aramaic epigraphy, History of medical 
science in its Greco-Syrian-Arabic Tradition. Wrote Altaramäische 
Grammatik der Inschriften des 10.–8. Jh. v. Chr. (1969), The Oldest 
known Syriac Manuscript of Ḥunain b. Isḥāq (1976), Zum Diabe-
testraktat des ʿAbd al-Laṭīf al-Baġdādī (1977); co-authored Das 
Motiv des Spiegels in der arabischen Literatur des Mittelalters 
(1992). – 1981-2005 professor for Semitic Philology (Semitische 
Philologie), Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München.

Adolf Denz, Prof. em. Dr. 

OIB research associate 1965-1966. Discipline: Semitic languages. 
Research areas: Arabic dialects, Aramaic languages. Wrote Struk-
turanalyse der pronominalen Objektsuffixe im Altsyrischen und 
klassischen Arabisch (1962), Verbalsyntax des neuarabischen 
Dialektes von Kwayriš (1971); co-edited Studien aus Arabis-
tik und Semitistik: Anton Spitaler zum siebzigsten Geburtstag 
(1980). – 1975-2000 professor of Semitic Languages (Semitische 
Sprachen), Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München.

Werner Diem, Prof. em. Dr.

OIB research associate 1970-1971. Disciplines: Semitic Philology 
and Islamic Studies. Main research areas: history of Arabic lin-
guistics, papyrology, epigraphy, dialectology. Wrote Skizzen je-
menitischer Dialekte (BTS 13, 1973), Das Kitāb al-Ǧīm des Abū 
ʿAmr aš-Šaibānī (1968), Arabische Briefe auf Papyrus und Papier 
aus der Heidelberger Papyrus-Sammlung (1991), The Living and 
the Dead in Islam. Studies in Arabic Epitaphs (2004), Studien 
zur Überlieferung und Intertextualität der altarabischen Dichtung (2010);
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(BTS 64, 1999). – Since 2003 senior researcher and project manager, 
National Historical Archives and Public Library at INEP, National Institute of 
Studies and Research, Guinea-Bissau. 

Werner Ende, Prof. em. Dr.

OIB research associate 1969-1971. Discipline: Islamic Studies. Re-
search areas: Arabic historiography in modern times, Wahhabiyya, 
Salafiyya, Twelver Shī‘a. Wrote Arabische Nation und Islamische 
Geschichte. Die Umayyaden im Urteil arabischer Autoren des 20. 
Jahrhunderts (BTS 20, 1977); Religion, Politik und Literatur in Sau-
di-Arabien: Der geistesgeschichtliche Hintergrund der heutigen re-
ligiösen und kulturpolitischen Situation (1981-2); The Nakhāwila, a 
Shiite Community in Medina: Past and Present (1997); co-edited Der 
Islam in der Gegenwart (11984, 52005); Islam in the world today: A 
Handbook of Politics, Religion, Culture, and Society (2010); journal 
editor of Die Welt des Islams (since 1981). – 1983-2002 professor for 
Islamic Studies (Islamwissenschaft und Geschichte der islamischen 
Völker), Albert-Ludwigs-Universität Freiburg.

Gerhard EndreS, Prof. em. Dr.

OIB research associate 1969. Disciplines: Arabic and Islamic Stud-
ies, classical philology. Research areas: Philosophy in Islam and 
Greco-Arabic translation and tradition. Wrote Proclus Arabus. 
Zwanzig Abschnitte aus der Institutio Theologica in arabischer 
Übersetzung (BTS 10, 1973), Der Islam – eine Einführung in seine 
Geschichte (1991), edited Organizing knowledge: encyclopaedic 
activities in the pre-eighteenth century Islamic world (2006); 
co-authored A Greek and Arabic Lexicon (1992-2011, continued); 
journal editor Oriens since 2009. – 1975-2005 professor of Arabic 
and Islamic Studies (Arabistik und Islamwissenschaft), Ruhr-Uni-
versität Bochum.

Josef van Ess, Prof. em. Dr. Dr. h.c. mult.

OIB research associate 1963-1964. Discipline: Oriental Studies. Main 
research areas: early Islamic history, Islamic theology. Numerous con-
tributions to the OIB’s BTS and BI book series (BTS 7, 1967; BTS 11, 
1971; BTS 14, 1977; BI 6i, 1974). Magnum opus: Theologie und Ge-
sellschaft im 2. und 3. Jahrhundert Hidschra: Eine Geschichte des re-
ligiösen Denkens im frühen Islam (6 vols., 1991-1997). –1968-1999 
professor for Islamic Studies and Semitic Languages (Islamkunde und 
Semitistik), Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen. 

Olaf Farschid, Dr.

OIB research associate 1999-2001. Discipline: Islamic Studies. Research 
areas: Islamic economics and politics, antisemitism. Co-edited World War 
One as remembered in the countries of the Eastern Mediterranean (BTS 
99, 2006). – Since 2001 researcher, Senatsverwaltung für Inneres, Berlin.
 

Irene Fellmann, Dr. 

OIB research associate 1985-1988. Discipline: Islamic Studies. Research area: Arab 
pharmaceutical literature. Wrote Das Aqrābāḏīn al-Qalānisī (BTS 35, 1986). – 1989 
Vice-director of the International Relations Department at the Standing Conference of 
Ministers of Culture and Education (Kultusministerkonferenz, KMK); 2005-2009 head 
of economic cooperation division at the German Embassy Sanaa; since 2009 dep-
uty head of division, Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development. 

Bert Fragner, Prof. em. Dr. 

OIB research associate 1976-1977. Discipline: Iranian Studies. Main research 
areas: Persian linguistics, social, cultural, and economic history of Iran, Afghani-
stan, Central Asia and Muslim India from the late middle ages to modern times. 
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Wrote Persische Memoirenliteratur als Quelle zur neueren Geschichte Irans 
(1979), Repertorium persischer Herrscherurkunden (1980), Die “Perso-
phonie”: Regionalität, Identität und Sprachkontakt in der Geschichte Asiens 
(1999). – 1989-2003 professor of Iranian Studies (Iranistik), Otto-Friedrich 
Universität Bamberg; 2003-2010 director of the Institut für Iranistik, Öster-
reichische Akademie der Wissenschaften, Vienna. 

Rainer Freitag-Wirminghaus, Dr.

OIB research associate 1986-1987. Disciplines: Islamic and Turkish Studies, So-
cial Anthropology. Research areas: Caucasus and Central Asia. Wrote Krisenherd 
Aserbaidschan (1993), Der Transkaukasus und die großen Mächte (1995), As-
erbaidschan und die Türkei (1998), Geopolitik am Kaspischen Meer (1998), 
Die Politik der USA im Südkaukasus (2005), Vom Panturkismus zum Prag-
matismus (2007), Prospects for Armenia and Azerbaijan between Eurasia 
and the Middle East (2008). – 1989-2006 researcher at the German Orient-
Institut (Deutsches Orient-Institut), Hamburg; since then freelance researcher.

Albrecht Fuess, Prof. Dr.

OIB affiliated doctoral researcher 1997-1998. Disciplines: History and Is-
lamic Studies. Research area: Mamluk history. Wrote Verbranntes Ufer: 
Auswirkungen mamlukischer Seepolitik auf Beirut und die syro-palästi-
nensische Küste 1250-1517 (2001). – Since 2010 professor for Islamic 
Studies (Islamwissenschaft), Philipps-Universität Marburg.  

Heinz Gaube, Prof. em. Dr. 

OIB research associate and aff i l iated researcher 1971-1975.
Disciplines: Islamic history, Iranian studies, history of art. Research areas: 
History of urban and rural architecture, urban development. Wrote Ein ara-
bischer Palast in Südsyrien. Ḫirbet el-Baiḍa (BTS 16, 1974), Der Bazar

Group photo of the OIB team in 1986. First Row (f.l.t.r.): Irene Fellmann, Rowa Itani 
Balaa, Dina Banna; second row (f.l.t.r): Marguerite Kanaan, Andreas Rieck, Jessy 
Rieck, director Anton Heinen and German Ambassador Antonius Eitel.

von Isfahan (1978), Aleppo: historische und geographische Beiträge zur 
baulichen Gestaltung, zur sozialen Organisation und zur wirtschaftli-
chen Dynamik einer vorderasiatischen Fernhandelsmetropole (1984); 
co-edited Tübinger Atlas des Vorderen Orients (TAVO) and Supplements 
of the Tübinger Atlas des Vorderen Orients. – 1978-2008 professor of Ira-
nian Studies (Irankunde), Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen.



10
Short Biographies

Knowledge in Islam. Wrote Quellenuntersuchungen zu den “Maqātil 
aṭ-Ṭālibiyyīn” (1991); co-edited Myths, Historical Archetypes and Sym-
bolic Figures in Arabic Literature (BTS 64, 1999), Ideas, Images, and 
Methods of Portrayal: Insights into Classical Arabic Literature and Is-
lam (2005). – Since 2008 professor of Arabic and Islamic Studies (Ara-
bistik und Islamwissenschaft), Georg-August-Universität Göttingen.

Stephan Guth, Prof. Dr.

OIB research associate 1992-1996 in Beirut and Istanbul. Disciplines: 
Islamic Studies, Arabic Studies. Main research areas: modern Arabic 
and Turkish prose literature, modern literary history, comparative lit-
erature. Wrote Zeugen einer Endzeit. Fünf Schriftsteller zum Umbruch 
in der ägyptischen Gesellschaft nach 1970 (1992), Brückenschläge. 
Eine integrierte ‘turkoarabische’ Romangeschichte (2002); co-edited 
Gesellschaftlicher Umbruch und Historie im zeitgenössischen Drama 
der islamischen Welt (BTS 60, 1995), Conscious Voices: Concepts of 
Writing in the Middle East (BTS 72, 1999). – Since 2009 professor of 
Arabic and Middle Eastern Literatures, University of Oslo. 

Ulrich Haarmann, Prof. Dr. (1942-1999)

Director of the OIB 1979-1980. Discipline: Arabic and Islamic Studies. 
Main research area: Mamluk history. Wrote Quellenstudien zur frühen 
Mamlukenzeit (1970); edited Das Pyramidenbuch des Abū Ğaʿfar al-
Idrīsī (gest. 649/1251) (BTS 38, 1991); co-edited: Die islamische Welt 
zwischen Mittelalter und Neuzeit (BTS 22, 1979), Abū Ḥāmid al-Qudsīs 
Traktat über die Segnungen, die die Türken dem Lande Ägypten ge-
bracht haben (BI 37, 1997); series editor of Bibliotheca Islamica and 
Quellen zur Geschichte des islamischen Ägyptens. – 1979-1992 profes-
sor for Islamic Studies, Albert-Ludwigs-Universität Freiburg; 1992-1998 
professor for Islamic Studies, Christian-Albrechts-Universität zu Kiel; 
1998-1999 director of the Zentrum Moderner Orient, Berlin. 

Erika Glassen, Prof. em. Dr.

OIB research associate 1981-1983, director of the OIB 1989-1994. Discipline: Is-
lamic Studies. Research areas: History of the Islamic Near East till early Mo-
dernity, social religious movements, Persian and Turkish literature. Wrote Die 
frühen Safawiden nach Qāżī Aḥmad Qumī (1968), Der mittlere Weg. Studi-
en zur Religionspolitik und Religiosität der späteren Abbasiden-Zeit (1981); 
series co-editor of Türkische Bibliothek (2005-2010). – 1983-1999 profes-
sor of Islamic Studies (Islamwissenschaft), Albert-Ludwigs-Universität Freiburg.

Frank Griffel, Prof. Dr.

OIB research associate 1999-2000. Discipline: Islamic Studies. Main research ar-
eas: intellectual history of Islam, Arabic philosophical tradition in history and 
modern times. Wrote Apostasie und Toleranz im Islam (2000), Al-Ghazali’s Phil-
osophical Theology (2009); co-edited Sharīʿ a: Islamic Law in the Contemporary 
Context (2007). – Since 2008 professor of Islamic Studies, Yale University.

Heinz Grotzfeld, Prof. em. Dr.

OIB research associate 1963-1964. Discipline: Arabic Studies. Research 
areas: Arabic dialectology, Arabic literature, cultural studies. Wrote Syrisch-
Arabische Grammatik (1965), Das Bad im arabisch-islamischen Mittelalter 
(1970), Die Erzählungen aus Tausendundeiner Nacht (1984). – Appoint-
ed 1968 professor of Arabic Language, Stockholm University;  1975-1998  
professor of Semitic and Islamic Studies (Semitistik und Islamwissen-
schaft), Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität Münster.

Sebastian Günther, Prof. Dr.

OIB affiliated researcher 1995-1996. Discipline: Arabic and Islamic 
Studies. Research areas: Classical-Arabic literature, Ethics and
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(since1983 professor) of Near Eastern and Islamic Studies, Pontificio Instituto 
Orientale in Rome. Since 1989 researcher at the Jesuit Order’s Alfred-Delp Haus 
in Munich, occasional lectures at the universities of Innsbruck and Munich. 

Wolfhart Heinrichs, Prof. Dr. 

OIB research associate 1967-1968. Discipline: Arabic Studies. Main research areas: 
Arabic literature and poetics. Wrote Arabische Dichtung und griechische Poetik 
(BTS 8, 1969); co-edited Orientalisches Mittelalter (1990); The Encyclopaedia of 
Islam. New Ed. (since 1989). Since 1996 James Richard Jewett Professor of Arabic 
in the Department of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations, Harvard University. 

Christoph Herzog, Prof. Dr. 

Research associate of the OIB in Istanbul 2004-2008. Disciplines: Islamic and 
Turkish Studies. Main research area: Ottoman history. Co-edited Groups, 
Ideologies and Discourses (ITS 10, 2008), The First Ottoman Experiment 
in Democracy (ITS 18, 2010); series co-editor of Heidelberger Studien zur 
Geschichte und Kultur des modernen Vorderen Orients. – 2008 researcher 
at the Zentrum Moderner Orient, Berlin; since 2008 professor for Turkish 
Studies (Turkologie), Otto-Friedrich-Universität Bamberg.

Bernhard Hillenkamp

OIB research assistant and assistant to the director 1998-2000. Discipline: Is-
lamic Studies. Research areas: Modern Lebanon and Palestine, urban histo-
ry of Beirut. Sub-edited Beiruter Blätter, Nr. 5 (1997); edited Beiruter Blätter, 
Nr. 6-7 (1998/1999). – 2001-2003 Researcher for the DAAD project Zokak al-
Blat in Beirut: Geschichte, Struktur und Wandel eines zentrumsnahen Wohn-
quartiers. 2003-2008 work with different international NGOs in Lebanon, Pales-
tine, and Yemen. Since 2010 consultant for Forum Ziviler Friedensdienst, Bonn 
(forumZFD), coordinator of the organization’s work in and on the Middle East.

Jens Hanssen, Prof. Dr.
 
OIB doctoral research fellow 1998-1999. Disciplines: Oriental Studies, Mod-
ern History. Research areas: Urban history, Ottoman Empire. Wrote Fin de 
Siècle Beirut: The Making of an Ottoman Provincial Capital (2005); co-au-
thored History, Space and Social Conflict in Beirut: The Quarter of Zokak el-
Blat (BTS 97, 2005); co-edited Empire in the City: Arab Provincial Capitals in 
the Late Ottoman Empire (BTS 88, 2002). – Since 2005 University of Toronto, 
since 2010 associate professor of Middle Eastern and Mediterranean History.

Syrinx von Hees, Dr.

OIB research associate since 2007 (2011 on maternity leave). Discipline: Islamic 
Studies. Main research areas: cultural history of the Mamluk era, history of sci-
ences, politics and religion. Wrote Enzyklopädie als Spiegel des Weltwunders. 
Qazwīnīs Wunder der Schöpfung- eine Naturkunde des 13. Jahrhunderts (2002).

Arnim Heinemann, Dr.

OIB research associate 2004-2008. Discipline: Arabic Studies. Main re-
search area: modern Arabic literature. Wrote Der libanesische Dichter Ḫalīl 
Hāwī. Poetologische und ideengeschichtliche Analysen (2003); co-edited 
Towards a Cultural History of the Mamluk Era (BTS 118), Al-Jāḥiẓ: A Mus-
lim Humanist for our Time (BTS 119, 2009). – 2008-2009 manager of the 
Graduate School “Muslim Cultures and Societies”, Freie Universität Berlin; 
since 2009 director of the International Office, Universität Bayreuth. 

Anton Heinen SJ, Prof. Dr. (1939-1998)

OIB research associate 1978-1981, director of the OIB 1984-1989. Discipline: 
Islamic Studies. Research areas: History of Islamic philosophy and natural 
science. Wrote Islamic Cosmology (BTS 27, 1982). – 1981-1984 lecturer 
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Barbara Kellner-Heinkele, Prof. em. Dr. 

OIB research associate 1979-1982. Discipline: Turkic Studies. Re-
search areas: Turks in the Middle East and Central Asia. Wrote 
Devḥatü l-Meşāyiḫ: Einleitung und Edition (2 vols., 2005); co-au-
thored Politics of Language in the Ex-Soviet Muslim States (2001), 
Language Politics in Contemporary Central Asia (2011); co-edited 
Bibliographisches Handbuch der Turkologie (1986), Hoşsohbet: Er-
ika Glassen zu Ehren (ITS 25, 2011). – 1982-1990 professor for Turkic 
and Islamic Studies (Turkologie, Kultur und Religion des Islam), Jo-
hann Wolfgang Goethe-Universität Frankfurt am Main; 1990-2007 
professor for Turkic Studies (Turkologie), Freie Universität Berlin. 

Asʿad E. Khairallah, Prof. Dr.

OIB assistant 1962-1963. Discipline: Arabic and Persian Litera-
ture, Comparative Literature. Research areas: Classical and mod-
ern Arabic literature. Wrote Love, Madness and Poetry – An In-
terpretation of the Majnūn Legend (1985, BTS 25), Die blutige 
Straße zum Paradies (2002); journal-editor Al-Abḥāth  - Lecturer 
at the Universities of Freiburg (Germany), Berkeley and Basel; 
since 2000 professor for contemporary Arabic and comparative 
literature, American University Beirut. 

Filiz Kiral, Dr.

OI research associate in Istanbul 2004-2010, deputy director 
2007-2010. Discipline: Turcology. Research areas: History of Tur-
kic languages, empirical linguistics: the influence of Persian on 
Turkish languages (Azeri, Qashqay, Khalaj). Wrote Das gespro-
chene Aserbaidschanisch von Iran (2001); Modal Constructions 
of Turkic in Iran (2004); co-edited Cultural Changes in the Turkic 
World (2007).

Muhammad al-Hujairi

Editorial lector for Arabic publications at the OIB since 1979, particular re-
sponsibilities in the editing of the series Bibliotheca Islamica. Discipline: 
Arabic Language and Literature. Edited and co-edited 5 volumes of al-
Wāfī bi-l-wafayāt  by al-Ṣafadī (Bibliotheca Islamica 6, vols. 13,21,25, 
26, 30; 1984-2008), supervised the production of indices for this bio-
graphical encyclopedia; edited Kitāb Futūḥ Miṣr wa-akhbāruhā by Ibn 
Aʿyan al-Qurashī (1996); co-edited Taʾrīkh Majmūʿ al-nawādir (BI 46, 
2005) and volume 2 of Hāshiya ʿalā sharḥ Bānat Suʿād (BI 27, 1990).

Michel Jiha, Prof. em. Dr.

OIB friend and assistant of the first hour. Discipline: Arabic Studies. Research 
areas: Arabic literature of the naḥḍa period, prose and poetry in Lebanese 
vernacular dialect. Wrote the first publication of the Institute’s series “Bei-
ruter Texte und Studien”, Der arabische Dialekt von Bišmizzīn (1964), Arabic 
and Islamic Studies in Europe (1982, in Arabic), Faraḥ Anṭūn (1998, in Ara-
bic), Celebrities of Lebanese Dialect Poetry (2003, in Arabic), The Short Story 
in Lebanon (2008, in Arabic). – 1961-1962 lecturer at the American Univer-
sity of Beirut; between 1961 and 1972 lecturer at the Faculty of Education, 
Lebanese University; 1972-1994 professor of Arabic Studies, Lebanese Uni-
versity; till 2000 guest professor at the Lebanese American University.

Benjamin Jokisch, Dr. habil.

Researcher at the OIB 1996-1999. Discipline: Islamic Studies. Research 
areas: Early Islamic history, Islamic law. Wrote Islamic imperial law: 
Harun Al-Rashid’s codification project (2007); co-edited Kitāb al-wāfī 
bi-l-wafayāt von Ḫalīl Ibn-Aibak aṣ-Ṣafadī, Teil 30, BI (2009). – 2008-
2011 interim professor for Islamic Studies (Islamkunde und Geschich-
te der islamischen Völker), Albert-Ludwigs-Universität Freiburg; since 
2011 OIB research associate.



of the Arab world. Wrote Hugo von Hoffmansthal und „Tausendundeine 
Nacht“ (1972), Die Vorgeschichte des Krieges im Libanon (1980). – 1983-
2005 Near-East correspondent of the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung.

Manfred Kropp, Prof. Dr.

Director of the OIB 1999-2007. Disciplines: Islamic and Semitic Stud-
ies. Main research areas: Ethiopian Studies, Semitic epigraphy, Islamic 
philology. Wrote Die äthiopischen Königschroniken in der Sammlung 
des Däğğasmač Ḫaylu (1989); edited a.o. Results of contemporary 
research on the Qurʾān (BTS 100, 2007); co-edited Penser l’Orient 
(2005), World War One as remembered in the countries of the East-
ern Mediterranean (BTS 99, 2006), Theoretical approaches to the 
transmission and edition of Oriental manuscripts (BTS 111, 2006). 
– Since 1991 professor for Islamic and Semitic Studies (Islamwissen-
schaft und Semitistik), Johannes Gutenberg-Universität Mainz; 2007-
2008 chaire européenne (études coraniques), Collège de France.

Stefan Leder, Prof. Dr.

OIB research associate 1982-1984, director of the OIB since 2007.
Discipline: Arabic and Islamic studies. Main research areas: Narration 
and history, discourse, method, politics in Islamic scholarship. Wrote 
Ibn al-Ǧauzī und seine Kompilation wider die Leidenschaft (BTS 32, 
1984), Das Korpus al-Haiṯam b. ʿAdī (1991); edited Fiction in non-
fictional literature (1998), Crossroads between Latin Europe and the 
Near-East (2011); co-authored Muʿjam al-samāʿāt al-dimashqiyya 
(1996-2000). Since 1993 professor for Arabic and Islamic Studies 
(Arabistik und Islamwissenschaft), Martin-Luther-Universität Halle-
Wittenberg; 2001-2007 chairman of the collaborative research centre 
(Sonderforschungsbereich) “nomads and sedentaries” (Leipzig-Hal-
le); 2003-2008 chairman of the German Oriental Society (Deutsche 
Morgenländische Gesellschaft). 
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Ursula Klaes (1958-1999)

OIB doctoral research fellow 1996-1997; 1997-1999 affiliated research 
fellow; died in Beirut. Disciplines: Islamic Studies, Ethnology. Research 
area: Shiite feminist movements in Lebanon. Co-edited Beiruter Blätter 
Nr. 4 (1996). – In memory of Ulla Klaes, the OIB and the German Orien-
tal Association, in 2001, awarded an “Ursula Klaes Stipendium” to two 
short-time researchers.

Verena Klemm, Prof. Dr. 

OI research associate 1989-1990 in Istanbul. Disciplines: Arabic Stud-
ies, Islamic Studies. Main research areas: history of Shiʿite communi-
ties, manuscripts, modern Arabic literature, and literary theory. Wrote 
Literarisches Engagement im arabischen Nahen Osten: Konzepte und 
Debatten (1998), Memoirs of a Mission: The Ismaili Scholar, Statesman 
and Poet al-Muʾayyad fī’l-Dīn al-Shirāzī (2003); co-edited Understand-
ing Near Eastern Literatures (2000). – Since 2003 professor of Oriental 
Culture and History (Kultur und Geschichte des Vorderen Orients), Uni-
versität Leipzig.

Stefan Knost, Dr.

Affiliated doctoral research fellow at the OIB 2000-2002, OIB research 
associate since 2008. Discipline: Islamic Studies. Research areas: Urban 
history, social, juridical, and economic history of the Arabic Provinces of 
the Ottoman Empire. Wrote Die Organisation des religiösen Raums in 
Aleppo (BTS 121, 2009). 

Wolfgang Köhler, Dr.

OIB research associate 1981-1982. Research area: Contemporary history



Astrid Menz, Dr. 

OI research associate in Istanbul 1999-2004; head librarian since 2006. Disci-
pline: Turcology. Research areas: Language contact phenomena, Turkish dialec-
tology, language attitudes in Turkey.  Wrote Gagausische Syntax: Eine Studie 
zum kontaktinduzierten Sprachwandel (1999); Mood in Turkish (2010); co-
edited The Language Debate in Turkey (in Turkish, 2006).- 2005-2006 
senior lecturer for Turcology, Uppsala University; 2006-2008 lecturer for 
Turkish linguistics, Boğaziçi University Istanbul.

Albrecht Metzger 

OIB research assistant 1997-1998. Disciplines: Islamic Studies, History.  Research 
areas: Islamic movements. Wrote Der Himmel ist für Gott, der Staat für uns 
(2000), Islamismus (2005); edited Beiruter Blätter Nr. 5 (1997). – Currently 
independent author and journalist in Hamburg.

Kathrin Müller, Dr.

OIB research associate 1980-1981. Discipline: Arabic and Semitic studies. Re-
search areas: lexicography, literature. Wrote Kritische Untersuchungen zum Di-
wan des Kumait b. Zaid (1979), Und der Kalif lachte, bis er auf den Rücken fiel: 
ein Beitrag zur Phraseologie und Stilkunde des klassischen Arabisch (1993), Der 
Beduine und die Regenwolke - Ein Beitrag zur Erforschung der altarabischen 
Anekdote (1994), Arabische Handschriften der bayerischen Staatsbibliothek zu 
München (2010).- Since 1981 research assistant at the Commission for Semitic 
Philology (Kommission für Semitische Philologie), Bayerische Akademie der 
Wissenschaften since 1997 lecturer, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München.

Felix Neugart 

OIB student intern 1998. Disciplines: Political Science, History. Research
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Wolf-Dieter Lemke, Dr.

OIB research associate in Amman and 
Beirut 1984-1986, OIB head librarian 
1986-2006 (since 1987 also head li-
brarian in Istanbul). Discipline: Islam-
ic Studies. Main research areas: Ori-
entalism, visualization of the Orient, 
history of photography, collector of 
orientalist postcards (30.000 items). 
Wrote Maḥmūd Šaltūt (1893-1963) 
und die Reform der Azhar (1980); 
Staging the Orient: Fin de siècle pop-
ular visions (2004).

Ulrich Marzolph, Prof. Dr.

OIB research associate 1981-1982. Discipline: Islamic Studies. Main 
research areas: Narrative culture in Islamic countries, marvels and 
tales. Co-edited Arabian Nights Encyclopedia. – 1982-1986 scien-
tific assistant at the Department of Oriental Studies (Orientalisches 
Seminar), Universität zu Köln; since 1996 Professor of Islamic Studies 
(Islamwissenschaft), Georg-August-Universität Göttingen.

Joseph Matuz, Prof. Dr. (1925-1992)

OIB research associate 1975-1976. Discipline: Ottoman Studies, Turkology. 
Main research area: Ottoman documents. Wrote Das osmanische Reich. 
Grundlinie seiner Geschichte (1985). – Lectures at the Universities of 
Budapest, Frankfurt, Strasburg and Freiburg; 1979-1990 professor of 
Turkology (Turkologie) at the Department of Oriental Studies 
(Orientalisches Seminar), Albert-Ludwigs-Universität Freiburg.



und seine ethnischen Grundlagen: (BTS 33, 1986), Die Handelsstädte 
der Westsahara (1996), Schichtengesellschaft und Islamisches Recht 
(1993), Pactane sunt servanda? (1998). Since 1997 professor of Islamic 
Studies (Islamwissenschaft), Universität Bayreuth.

Mechthild Pantke, Dr. habil.

OIB research associate 1977-1978. Discipline: Arabic Iranian, and Is-
lamic Studies. Research area: Arab and Iranian Literature. Wrote Der 
arabische Bahrām-Roman (1974). - 1978-1982 researcher, German 
Federal Government; 1982-2007 Danish Ministry of defence.

Regina Pascual-Heinecke, Dr. (1946-2005)

OIB research associate 1973-1975. Discipline: Arabic studies. Re-
search Area: Arabic literature. Wrote  Tuḥfat al-wuzarāʾ, Der We-
sirs-Spiegel eines unbekannten Kompilators aus der ersten Hälfte 
des 7./13. Jahrhunderts (1975). - 1975-1987 in Damascus, private 
research work on the literary history and sociology of the early 
Egyptian novel.

Jürgen Paul, Prof. Dr.

OIB research associate in Istanbul 1990–1991. Discipl ines: 
Is lamic studies, history of Iran and Central Asia. Research Ar-
eas: Iran, Central Asia. Wrote Die politische und soziale Bedeu-
tung der Naqšbandiyya in Mittelasien im 15. Jahrhundert (1991), 
Herrscher, Gemeinwesen, Vermittler: Ostiran und Transoxanien in 
vormongolischer Zeit (BTS 59, 1996), The state and the military 
– a nomadic perspective (2003); co-editor of the ANOR series. - 
Since 1995 professor of Islamic studies (Islamwissenschaft), Mar-
tin-Luther-Universtität Halle-Wittenberg. 

area: Europe and the Middle East. Wrote Die alte Herrlichkeit wiederherstellen 
(2000); co-edited A Window of Opportunity: Europe, Gulf Security and the 
Aftermath of the Iraq War (2008).– Since 2006 director of the Middle East and 
North Africa division of the Association of German Chambers of Industry and 
Commerce (Deutscher Industrie- und Handelskammertag, DIHK); since 2010 
Deputy Managing Director International Economic Affairs of the DIHK.

Christoph K. Neumann, Prof. Dr.

OI research associate in Istanbul 1993-1996. Discipline: Turkish Studies. 
Research areas: Ottoman history and Turkish literature. Wrote Kleine 
Geschichte der Türkei; co-edited Das Osmanische Reich in seinen Ar-
chivalien und Chroniken (BTS 65, 1997); The Illuminated Table, the 
Prosperous Home (BTS 73, 2003). 1996 acting deputy director of the 
Orient-Institut in Istanbul; since 2008 professor of Turkish Studies 
(Turkologie), Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München.

Angelika Neuwirth, Prof. Dr.

Director of the OIB 1994-1999. Disciplines: Arabic and Semitic Studies, Islamic 
Studies. Main research areas: Qur’an, Arabic literary history and theory. Wrote 
Studien zur Komposition der mekkanischen Suren (1980), Der Koran als Text 
der Spätantike (2010); co-authored and co-edited numerous BTS volumes 
(BTS 64, 1999; BTS 69, 1998; BTS 71, 2001; BTS 77, 2001; BTS 84, 2006; BTS 
89, 2005). – Since 1991 professor of Arabic Studies (Arabistik), Freie Univer-
sität Berlin, since 2007 director of the research project “Corpus Coranicum”, 
Berlin-Brandenburgische Akademie der Wissenschaften.

Rainer OSwald, Prof. Dr.

OIB research associate 1984. Discipline: Islamic Studies. Research areas: 
Islamic law, history of Islam in West Africa. Wrote Das Sokoto-Kalifat 
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Esther Peskes, PD Dr.

OI research associate in Beirut and Istanbul 1991-1995, deputy director of the 
OIB 1993-1994. Discipline: Islamic studies. Research areas: history of Arabia, 
history of religion (Wahhābism, Sufism). Wrote: Muḥammad b. ʿ Abdalwahhāb 
(1703–1792) im Widerstreit (BTS 56, 1993), al-ʿAidarūs und seine Erben: eine 
Untersuchung zu Geschichte und Sufismus einer ḥaḍramitischen Sāda-Gruppe 
(2005). - Since 2010 stand-in professor of Oriental Philology and Islamic 
studies (Orientalische Philologie/Islamwissenschaft), Universität zu Köln.

Judith Pfeiffer, Dr. 

OI doctoral research fellow in Istanbul 1998-2000. Disciplines: Iranian, 
Arabic and Turkish Studies. Main research areas: Islamic history, histori-
ography, and hagiography of the 13th-16th centuries; post-Mongol the-
ology and philosophy. Co-edited Ghazal as World Literature II (BTS 84, 
2006), Theoretical Approaches to the Transmission and Edition of Ori-
ental Manuscripts (BTS 111, 2007), History and Historiography of Post-
Mongol Central Asia and the Middle East (2006). – Currently University 
Lecturer in Arabic, University of Oxford, and Principal Investigator of the 
five-year ERC-Project “From Late Medieval to Early Modern: 13th to 16th 
Century Islamic Philosophy and Theology”.

Andreas Pflitsch, Dr.

OIB doctoral research fellow 1998-2000. Discipline: Arabic and Islamic 
Studies. Research Area: Modern Arabic literature. Wrote Gegenwelten: 
zur Literaturtheorie Idwār al-H̱arrāṭs (2000), Mythos Orient (2003, Arabic 
transl. 2010), Zweierlei Barbarei (2011); co-edited Agonie und Aufbruch 
(2000, 22004), Crisis and Memory (BTS 77, 2001), Arabische Literatur, 
postmodern (2004), Poetry‘s Voice – Society‘s Norms (2006). – Since 2006 
researcher at the Zentrum für Literatur- und Kulturforschung, Berlin (ZfL) 
and lecturer in Arabic Studies (Arabistik), Freie Universität Berlin. 

The OIB was established in the old Farjallah mansion. Socialising in the reception 
hall in 1963: Omar Beyhum (on the far left), Maud Farjallah (center right) and her 
daughter Medi (far right).

Sitt Maud Farjallah (sitting left) hosting guests in 1963. Standing (l-r): Ibrahim Kerb-
age, Fadlallah Dandache, Nayla Hamdan, May Arida, Raymond Eddé, Marie Khoury



Maurus Reinkowski, Prof. Dr.

OI research associate in Istanbul 1996-1998. Discipline: Ottoman History. Research 
areas: Modern and recent history of the Middle East and the Eastern Mediter-
ranean, Islam in South Eastern Europe. Wrote Filastin, Filistin und Eretz Israel: die 
späte osmanische Herrschaft über Palästina in der arabischen, türkischen und 
israelischen Historiographie (1995); Die Dinge der Ordnung: eine vergleichende 
Untersuchung über die osmanische Reformpolitik im 19. Jahrhundert (2005). – 
2004-2010 chair for Islamic Studies (Islamwissenschaft und Geschichte 
der islamischen Völker), Albert-Ludwigs-Universtität Freiburg; since 2010 
professor for Islamic Studies (Islamwissenschaft), University of Basel.

Andreas Rieck, Dr. 

OIB research associate 1984-1987. Discipline: Islamic studies. Research areas: Leba-
non, Iran, Pakistan, Afghanistan. Wrote Die Schiiten und der Kampf um den Liba-
non (1989). – 1989-2002 researcher at the German Orient Institute (Deutsches Ori-
ent-Institut), Hamburg; 2002-2006 representative of the Hanns-Seidel-Stiftung in 
Pakistan and Afghanistan; since 2007 researcher at the Bundeskriminalamt, Berlin.  

Fuad Rifka, Prof. em. Dr. (1930-2011)

OIB friend and supporter of the first hour and ever since his return from the 
University of Tübingen to Lebanon (1965). Discipline: Philosophy, Lyrics. Wrote 
Poems of a Read Indian (in Arabic 1993), Lamps/jellyfish in the Sea (in Ara-
bic, 2005) and more than 10 other collections of poetry, many of which were 
translated into German and other European languages; wrote prose works 
like Poetry and the Death (in Arabic, 1973); poetry collections in Arabic and 
German like Tagebuch eines Holzsammlers (1990); translations form Trakl, 
Hölderlin, Rilke, Novalis, Celan and other poets, as well as contemporary po-
etry from German into Arabic. – 1966-2005 professor of Philosophy at the 
Lebanese American University; honoured with the Goethe-Medaille 2010; 
member of the Deutsche Akademie für Sprache und Dichtung.

Barbara Pusch, Dr.

OI assistant to the director in Istanbul 2002-2009; research asso-
ciate since 2009. Disciplines: Turkish Studies, Sociology. Main re-
search areas: Migration, gender-studies, environment politics in 
Turkey. Wrote Über den antimodernistischen Umweltdiskurs in der 
Türkei (1997); Schleierhafter Protest? – Zur Kopftuchdebatte in der 
Türkei (1999); edited Die neue muslimische Frau (2001); co-edited 
Facetten internationaler Migration in die Türkei (ITS 13, 2008). – 
2001-2002 lecturer for sociology, İstanbul Teknik Üniversitesi; since 
2002 lecturer for Turkish Studies, Universität Wien.

Bernd Radtke, Prof. em. Dr. 

OIB research associate 1976-1979. Discipline: Islamic studies. Re-
search areas: Sufism and Medieval History of Islam. Wrote Adab al-
Mulūk, Ein Handbuch zur islamischen Mystik aus dem 4./10. Jahr-
hundert  (BTS 37, 1991), Weltgeschichte und Weltbeschreibung im 
mittelalterlichen Islam (BTS 51, 1992) Drei Schriften des Theosophen 
von Tirmiḏ (BI 35a/b, 1992), The exoteric Aḥmad Ibn Idrīs: a Sufī’s 
critique on the Madhāhib and the Wahhābīs (2000). – 1992-2010 
professor of Islamic Studies, Utrecht University; 2010/11 visiting pro-
fessor for Islamic Studies (Islamwissenschaft), Universität Hamburg.  

Benedikt Reinert, Prof. em. Dr.

OIB research associate 1966-1968. Discipline: Islamic studies. Re-
search areas: History of religion (sufism), Persian language and lit-
erature. Wrote Die Lehre vom tawakkul in der klassischen Sufik 
(1968), Ḫāqānī als Dichter (1972); co-edited Islamische Grenzen 
und Grenzübergänge, therein: Ḫumainī im Spiegel seiner Gedichte 
(2007). – 1969-1997 professor of Islamic Studies (Islamwissen-
schaft), Universität Zürich.
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Gernot Rotter, Prof. Dr. (1941-2010)

OIB research associate 1968-1969, director of the OIB 1980-1984. 
Disciplines: Islamic studies, African studies. Research areas: Islamic 
history and society. Wrote Muslimische Inseln vor Ostafrika. Eine 
arabische Komoren-Chronik des 19. Jahrhunderts (BTS 18, 1976), 

Hans Robert Roemer, Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. (1915-1997)

First director of the OIB 1961-1963. Diciplines: Iranian, Arabic and Turk-
ish Studies. Main research areas: Iranian history and literature. Wrote 
Persien auf dem Weg in die Neuzeit (BTS 40, 1989); series editor of 
Freiburger Islamstudien (FIS, since 1968) and Quellen zur Geschichte 
des islamischen Ägypten (Maṣādir tārīḫ Miṣr al-islāmīya, since 1960). 
– 1963-1983 professor of Islamic Studies (Islamkunde und Geschichte 
der islamischen Völker), Albert-Ludwigs Universität Freiburg im Breis-
gau; 1972-1984 chairman of the German Oriental Society (Deutsche 
Morgenländische Gesellschaft).

Klaus Röhrborn, Prof. em. Dr.

OIB research associate 1966-1967. Discipline: Turkic Studies. Research ar-
eas: Old Uygur, Turk languages and language reform, Buddhism in Central 
Asia. Wrote Uigurisches Wörterbuch. Sprachmaterial der vorislamischen 
türkischen Texte aus Zentralasien. Lieferung 1–6  (1977–1998); Band 
1.1: Verben (2010); edited Sprachen des Buddhismus in Zentralasien: 
Vorträge des Hamburger Symposions vom 2. Juli-5. Juli 1981 (1983). 
– 1991-2003 professor of Turkish and Central Asian Studies (Turkologie und 
Zentralasienkunde), Georg-August-Universität Göttingen.

Martiniano Pellegrino Roncaglia, Prof. Dr. 
(1923-2008) 

First librarian of the OIB 1962-1993. Disciplines: Byzantine Studies, Is-
lamic Studies, Science of the Christian Orient. Main research area: His-
tory of Christianity in the Middle East. Wrote Histoire de l’Église Copte (4 
vols., 1966-1973); Les Maronites – communauté, peuple, nation (1999), 
In the footsteps of Jesus, the Messiah, in Phoenicia/Lebanon (2004); 
co-authored Cana (sud Liban): guide historique (1995). Former member 
of the Franciscan order. 

Martiniano P. Roncaglia at the OIB in 2002         
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Wrote Die Revolte des Ibn al-Ašʿaṯ und die Koranleser (1977), Com-
munity, Society and State (in Arabic 1997), The Struggle about Islam: 
Islamism, reformism, state politics (in Arabic 2004), Muḥammad al-
Nafs al-zakiyya and his book on Siyar (2011); edited vol. 19 of al-Wāfī 
bi-l-wafayāt  by al-Ṣafadī (BI 6, 1993), volume 5 of Ibn Khaldūn’s His-
tory (al-ʿIbar) (2009); translated Muhammad and the Koran (Rudi Pa-
ret, from German to Arabic, 2008); journal editor al-Ijtihād 1988-2003. 
– Lecturer, since 1985 professor of Islamic thought and philosophy, 
Lebanese University; many guest professorships in Europe and the US.

Thomas Scheffler, Dr. 

OIB research associate 1996-1999; from 2009 on OIB senior research 
associate, since 2011 deputy director of the OIB. Discipline: Political 
Science. Research areas: Clergy and conflict management, ethnicity 
and violence, Germany and the Middle East. Wrote a.o. Die SPD und 
der Algerienkrieg (1995); edited Religion between Violence and Reconcili-
ation (BTS 76, 2002); Fritz Steppat, Islam als Partner (BTS 78, 2001); 
co-edited Baalbek: Image and Monument, 1898-1998 (BTS 69, 1998). 
– 2001-2002 Rockefeller visiting fellow, University of Notre Dame, In-
diana; 2005-2008 visiting lecturer, Københavns Universitet; 2008-2009 
DAAD long-term lecturer, Université Saint-Joseph, Beirut.

Renate Schimkoreit, Dr.

OIB research associate 1982-1984. Disciplines: Political Science, Is-
lamic Studies, Economics. Research area: Persian history. Wrote 
Herrscherurkunden Shah Sulaimāns I (1979); Regesten publizierter 
safawidischer Herrscherurkunden (1982); co-authored Beirut: Zwisch-
en Kreuz und Koran (1985). – 1984-1986 free-lance journalist based 
in Beirut; since 1986 various positions at the Federal Foreign Office 
(Auswärtiges Amt), since 2008 Consul General of Germany in Jekater-
inburg, Russia.

Die Umayyaden und der zweite Bürgerkrieg (680-692) (1982), Allahs 
Plagiator (1992), Die Welten des Islam: neunundzwanzig Vorschläge, 
das Unvertraute zu verstehen (1994); translated Das Leben des Proph-
eten (1976); “Buch der Lieder“ (1977). – 1984-2003 professor of Con-
temporary Oriental Studies (Gegenwartsbezogene Orientwissenschaft), 
Universität Hamburg. 

Birgitta Ryberg, Dr. 

Researcher at the OIB 1982-1986, OI research associate in Istanbul 1989-
1992. Discipline: Oriental Studies. Research area: modern Arabic literature. 
Wrote Yūsuf Idrīs (1927-1991): Identitätskrise und gesellschaftlicher Um-
bruch (BTS 41, 1992). - Since 1998 Standing Conference of the Ministers 
of Education and Cultural Affairs/Kultusministerkonferenz, European and 
Multilateral Cooperation; since 2002 deputy head of division.

Börte Sagaster, Dr. 

OI doctoral research fellow in Istanbul 1991-1993, research associate in Is-
tanbul 1999-2003. Disciplines: Islamic and Turkish Studies, German litera-
ture. Main research area: Turkish literature. Wrote “Herren“ und “Sklaven“ 
(1997), Achmed Talib: Stationen des Lebens eines türkischen Schuhma-
chermeisters in Deutschland von 1917 bis 1983 (1997); edited: Liebe, Lü-
gen und Gespenster (2006), co-edited Autobiographical Themes in Turk-
ish Literature (ITS 6, 2007), Istanbul (2008), Hoşsohbet: Erika Glassen zu 
Ehren (ITS 25, 2011). – Since 2007 assistant professor in the Department 
of Middle Eastern and Turkish Studies, University of Cyprus, Nicosia. 

Ridwan Al-Sayyid, Prof. Dr.

OIB friend and author. Discipline: Islamic studies. Research areas: Islamic 
theology, Islamic thought on state, community, in past and presence. 
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Literatur (1961); edited Deutsch-Arabisches Wörterbuch (1963, 1974); 
Arabisch-Deutsches Wörterbuch (1981-1986, 1992).

Christoph Schumann, Prof. Dr. 

OIB student intern 1995. Disciplines: Political Science, History, Islamic 
Studies. Research areas: Arab nationalism, liberalism in the Middle 
East, political biographies. Wrote Radikalnationalismus in Syrien und 
Libanon: Politische Sozialisation und Elitenbildung, 1930-1958 (2001); 
edited Nationalism and Liberal Thought in the Arab East (2010).
– Since 2009 professor of Politics and Contemporary History of the Near 
East, Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg.

Günter Seufert, Dr. 

OI doctoral research fellow in Istanbul 1991-1993, research associate 
in Istanbul 1996-1998, acting general manager in Istanbul 1998-2001. 
Discipline: Social Sciences. Research areas: sociology and religion in 
Turkey. Wrote Politischer Islam in der Türkei (BTS 67, 1997); co-edited 
Türkischer Islam und Europa (BTS 82, 1999). – 2004-2007 visiting as-
sociate professor, University of Cyprus, Nicosia; since 2010 researcher 
at the Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik, Berlin; EU External Relations 
research division. 

Manfred Sing, Dr.

OIB student intern 1998 and 2003, research associate since 2009. 
Discipline: Islamic Studies. Research areas: Political and intellec-
tual currents in the Middle East, liberal Islam. Wrote Progressiver 
Islam in Theorie und Praxis: Die interne Kritik am hegemonialen 
islamischen Diskurs durch den roten Scheich ʿAbdallāh al-ʿAlāyilī 
(1914-1996) (2007).
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Alfred Schlicht, Dr.

OIB research associate 1983-1984. Discipline: Oriental Studies. Research 
areas: History of the Levant. Wrote Frankreich und die syrischen Christen 
1799-1861 (1981); Die Araber und Europa (2008). – Since 1988 various po-
sitions at the Federal Foreign Office (Auswärtiges Amt), since 2010 Deputy 
Consul General of Germany in Atlanta, USA. 

Gregor Schoeler, Prof. Dr.

OIB research associate 1973-1974. Discipline: Islamic Studies. Research 
areas: Classical Arabic and Persian poetry, Islamic history, Islamic philoso-
phy, Sīra nabawiyya. Wrote The biography of Muhammed : nature and 
authenticity (2011); The genesis of literature in Islam : from the aural to 
the read (2009). – 1982-2009 professor of Islamic Studies, Universität Basel. 
 

Claus Schönig, Prof. Dr. 

OI research associate and deputy director in Istanbul 1993-1996, 2001-
2007. Discipline: Turcology. Research areas: Turkic languages and history, 
Turco-Mongolian relations. Wrote Mongolische Lehnwörter im Westo-
ghusischen (2000); Hilfsverben im Tatarischen: Untersuchungen 
zur Funktionsweise einiger Hilfsverbverbindungen (1984); co-edited 
Hoşsohbet: Erika Glassen zu Ehren (ITS 25, 2011). – Since 2007 professor 
of Turkic Studies (Turkologie), Freie Universität Berlin; since 2008 Chairman 
of the German Oriental Society (Deutsche Morgenländische Gesellschaft).

 
Götz Schregle, Dr. 

First OIB research associate 1961-1962. Disciplines: Arabic and Semitic 
Studies. Main research area: Arabic language. Wrote Die Sultanin von 
Ägypten: Šağarat ad-Durr in der arabischen Geschichtsschreibung und 



Fritz Steppat, Prof. Dr. (1923-2006)

Second director of the OIB 1963-1968; organized the move of the OIB to its 
actual premises in Zokak al-Blat. Discipline: Islamic Studies. Research areas: 
Egypt, Lebanon, nationalism and education in the Arab world, modern Ara-
bic literature, religion and politics. Collected articles: Fritz Steppat, Islam als 
Partner: Islamkundliche Aufsätze 1944-1996 (BTS 78, 2001). – 1955-1959 
founding director of the Goethe-Institut Kairo; 1969-1988 chair professor of 
Islamic Studies (Islamwissenschaft), Freie Universität Berlin.

Johann StrauS, Dr.

OI research associate in Istanbul 1988-1990. Discipline: Turkish Studies. 
Research areas: Ottoman and Turkish language and literature. Wrote The 
Egyptian Connection in Nineteenth Century Ottoman Literary and Intel-
lectual History, co-editor of The Beginnings of Printing in the Near and 
Middle East: Jews, Christians and Muslims. Since 1997 lecturer at the 
Département d´Études turques, Université Marc Bloch in Strasbourg. 

Martin Strohmeier, Prof. Dr. 

OIB research associate 1985-1986, research associate in Istanbul 1990-1993. 
Discipline: Turkish Studies. Research areas: History of the Ottoman Empire 
and present-day Turkey, history of press and nationalism in the Middle East. 
Wrote Crucial Images in the Presentation of a Kurdish National Identity 
(2003), co-authored Die Kurden. Geschichte, Politik, Kultur (2003). Since 
1998 professor in the Department of Turkish Studies and Middle Eastern 
Studies, University of Cyprus, Nicosia.

Harald Suermann, apl. Prof. Dr.

OIB research associate 1986-1988 in Beirut, 1987-1988 in Istanbul. 

Discipline: Studies of the Christian Orient. Main research areas: his-
tory of the Eastern Christianity. Wrote Die Gründungsgeschichte der 
Maronitischen Kirche (1998, French translation 2010). – 1988-1997 
director of the Missionswissenschaftliches Institut, Aachen; since 
2002 professor of Islamic Studies (Islamwissenschaft), Rheinische 
Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universität Bonn.

Leslie Tramontini, Dr. 

OIB research associate 1999-2004. Discipline: Arabic Studies. Research areas: 
Arabic literature and poetry, Iraq, Malaysia. Edited East is East and West is 
West? Talks on dialogue in Beirut (BTS 80, 2006); co-edited Crosshatching in 
Global Culture: A Dictionary of Modern Arab Writers (BTS 101, 2004); From 
Baghdad to Beirut... Arab and Islamic Studies in honor of John J. Donohue 
s.j. (BTS 108, 2007); translated Ich werde die Dinge beim Namen nennen 
by Rachid al-Daif (2008); Der schwarze Punkt in meiner Tasche: Gedichte 
(2010) by Lamees Faris al-Marzuqi. - Since 2007 coordinator of the Cen-
trum für Nah- und Mitteloststudien, Philipps-Universität Marburg.
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Prime minister Selim el-Hoss visits the OIB in December 1987



Gerhard Väth, Dr.

OI research associate 1988-1990 in Istanbul. Discipline: Islamic 
Studies. Research areas: Crusades, history of Syria, Turkey, Kurds. 
Wrote: Die Geschichte der artuqidischen Fürstentümer in Syrien und 
der Ǧazīra’l-Furātīya: (496-812, 1002-1409) (1987). – Since 1999 
garden architect (Landschaftsgärtner); currently also assistant lec-
turer (Lehrbeauftragter) for Arab and Turkish language at the chair 
of Ancient Oriental Studies (Altorientalistik), Julius-Maximilians-
Universität Würzburg. 
 

Carsten Walbiner, Dr.

OIB research associate 1996-2001. Discipline: Oriens Christianus. 
Research area: History of Christians in the Near East. Wrote Die 
Mitteilungen des griechisch-orthodoxen Patriarchen Makarius Ibn 
az-Za’īm von Antiochia (1647-1682) über Georgien nach dem ara-
bischen Autograph von St. Petersburg (1995), Book Printing in Leb-
anon: 400 years of experience and progress (1999); co-edited Les 
Européens vus par les Libanais à l’époque Ottomane (BTS 74 2002). 
– Since 2009 Head of Division for the Gulf Region, DAAD (Deutscher 
Akademischer Austauschdienst), Bonn. 

Klaus-Detlev Wannig, Dr.  

OI research associate in Istanbul 1987-1990. Disciplines: Islamic Studies 
and German Literature. Research area: Turkish literature. Wrote Der Dich-
ter Karaca Oğlan. Studien zur türkischen Liebeslyrik (1980); “Deutsche 
Gazeldichtung, gattungsgeschichtlich”, in: Angelika Neuwirth et al. 
(eds.): Ghazal as World Literature II. From a Literary Genre to a Great 
Tradition. The Ottoman Ghazel in Context (2007, Istanbuler Texte und 
Studien, Bd. 4); Kultgedichte. Kült Şiirleri.(2008). Translated Türkis by 
Cahit Külebi (1993). – Since 1994 lecturer, University of Mersin (Turkey).
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Farewell reception for Fritz Steppat: Yussuf Al Khal, Fritz and Gertraud Steppat (f.l.t.r.)

View into an office space at the OIB in the 1960s.



Petra Weyland, Dr.

OIB research associate in Istanbul 1990-1993. Disciplines: Islamic Stud-
ies, Social Anthropology. Main research areas: Islamism, political, social 
and cultural aspects of transformation in the Middle East. Wrote Inside 
The Third World Village (1993); co-edited Space, Culture and Power 
(1997). – 1993-2003 professor at the German Armed Forces Command 
and Staff College (Führungsakademie der Bundeswehr), Hamburg; since 
2003 professor of Middle Eastern affairs in the George C. Marshall Eu-
ropean Center for Security Studies, College of International and Security 
Studies, Garmisch-Partenkirchen. 

Rotraud Wielandt, Prof. em. Dr. Dr. h.c.

OIB research associate 1975-1978. Disciplines: Arabic Studies, Islamic 
Studies. Main research areas: modern Arabic literature, modern Mus-
lim thought. Wrote Offenbarung und Geschichte im Denken moderner 
Muslime (1980), Das Bild der Europäer in der modernen arabischen 
Erzähl- und Theaterliteratur (BTS 23, 1980), Das erzählerische Frühwerk 
Maḥmūd Taymūrs (BTS 26, 1983). – 1985-2009 professor of Islamic 
Studies, Arabic Studies (Islamkunde, Arabistik), Otto-Friedrich Univer-
sität Bamberg; founding member of the Graduate School “Anthropologi-
cal developments in Christianity and Islam” and the Centre for Religious 
Studies, Otto-Friedrich Universität Bamberg. 

Peter Wien, Prof. Dr. 

OIB student intern 1998. Discipline: History. Research areas: nationalism 
and religion in the transformation of modern Arab societies, Iraq, Morocco. 
Wrote Iraqi Arab Nationalism: Authoritarian, Totalitarian and Pro-Fascist 
Inclinations, 1932-1941 (2006); co-edited Blind für die Geschichte? Ara-
bische Begegnungen mit dem Nationalsozialismus (2004). – Currently as-
sistant professor for Middle Eastern History, University of Maryland, USA. 

Stefan Weber, Dr. 

OIB Research Associate 2001-2007. Discipline: Islamic Studies. Main research 
area: history of architecture in Syria in Ottoman times. Wrote Zeugnisse kultu-
rellen Wandels: Stadt, Architektur und Gesellschaft des osmanischen Da-
maskus im 19. und frühen 20. Jahrhundert (2006); co-edited The Empire in the 
City (BTS 88, 2002). – 2007-2008 assistant professor of Material History, Agha Khan 
University, London. Since 2009 director of the Museum für Islamische Kunst, Berlin. 

Ines Weinrich, Dr.

OIB Research Associate since 2008. Disciplines: Arabic Studies, Islamic Studies. 
Main research areas: Arab popular culture, performing arts, Islamic ritual. Wrote 
Fayrūz und die Brüder Raḥbānī. Musik, Moderne und Nation im Libanon (2006). 

Otfried Weintritt, PD Dr. 

Researcher at the OIB 1993-1996. Discipline: Islamic Studies. Research areas: 
Arabic prosopography, Family in Islam, Arabic historiography. Edited Kitāb 
al-wāfī bi-l-wafayāt  von Ḫalīl Ibn-Aibak aṣ-Ṣafadī, Teil 27, BI (2009). – Since 
2009 private lecturer of Islamic Studies (Islamwissenschaft), Friedrich-Wil-
helms-Universität Bonn; 2009 interim professor of Islamic Studies (Islamwis-
senschaft), Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen.
  

Reinhard Weipert, Prof. Dr.

OIB research associate 1977-1980. Discipline: Semitic Studies. Research 
areas: classical Arabic philology and poetry. Wrote Der Dīwān des Rāʽī 
an-Numairī (BTS 24, 1980), Handbuch der Orientalistik (2002), Ein Un-
glück kommt selten allein (2004), Altarabischer Sprachwitz (2009). 
Since 1997 professor of Arabic Studies (Nahoststudien), Ludwig-Maxi-
milians-Universität München. 
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Stefan Wild, Prof. em. Dr. 

OIB research associate 1962, director of the OIB 1968-1973. Disci-
plines: Semitic and Islamic Studies . Main research areas: Arabic lexi-
cography, literature, and intellectual history. Wrote Das Kitāb al-ʿAin 
und die arabische Lexikographie (1965), Libanesische Ortsnamen. 
Typologie und Deutung (BTS 9, 1973); edited Self-referentiality in 
the Qurʾān (2006); co-edited Zwei Beschreibungen des Libanon (BTS 
21, 1979); journal co-editor of Die Welt des Islams. – 1974-1977 pro-
fessor for Semitic Languages and Islamic Studies, Amsterdam Univer-
sity; 1977-2002 professor for Semitic Philology and Islamic Studies 
(Semitische Philologie und Islamwissenschaft), Rheinische Wilhelms-
Universität Bonn. 

Heiko Wimmen, M.A. 

OIB research assistant 1995-1996. Discipline: Arabic Studies. Research 
areas: Lebanon and Arab literature, conflict studies. Edited Beiruter 
Blätter Nr. 3 (1995). – 1997-2002 independent broadcast producer in 
Beirut; 2002-2004 Social Science Research Council, research project 
on coexistence and conflict in ethnically and religiously diverse cities; 
2004-2009 program manager and deputy director at the Middle East 
Office of the Heinrich Böll Foundation in Beirut, currently doctoral 
research fellow at the Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik, Berlin. 

Stefan Winter, Prof. Dr. 

Affiliated researcher at the OIB 2000-2001. Discipline: History of the 
Modern Middle East. Research areas: Ottoman Empire, Syria, Leba-
non, Turkey, history of Shiite Islam, Kurdish tribalism and national-
ism. Wrote The Shiites of Lebanon under Ottoman Rule, 1516-1788 
(2010). –Since 2004 professeur d’Histoire du Proche-Orient et du 
Maghreb, l’Université du Québec à Montréal (UQAM). 

Meeting in the vestibule in 1991: Erika Glassen, OIB secretary Marguerite Kanaan
and Mohammad al-Hujairi (l.-r.)

Prof. John J. Donohue SJ, Université Saint Joseph, Beirut, Birgitta Ryberg, Wolf-Dieter 
Lemke, and student intern Evelyn Mühlbauer (l.-r.) in the OIB garden in 1984



Friedrich Wilhelm Zimmermann, Dr. 

OIB research associate 1975-1976. Discipline: Islamic Philosophy and 
Theology. Main research area: Graeco-Arabic tradition. Wrote Al-Fara-
bis Commentary and Short Treatise on Aristotle’s De Interpretatione 
(1981); ‘The origins of the Theology of Aristotle’ (in: Pseudo-Aristotle 
in the Middle Ages, Warburg Institute Surveys and Texts XI, 1986); 
co-authored The Epistle of Sālim Ibn Dhakwān (2001). – 1976-2009 
university lecturer in Islamic Philosophy, University of Oxford. 
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Discussing at the OIB in 2008: Thomas Scheffler and Director Stefan Leder (first row)
Gerlind Wild, As’ad Khairallah (second row), and Stefan Wild (l-r).

Scene from a lecture at the “Inhitat conference”, organized by OIB, AUB and
Münster University in 2010



TIMELINE - ORIENT INSTITUT BEIRUT



1963

Fritz Steppat (1923-2006) 
OIB director, 1963-1968

Events
Funded by the Thyssen Foundation, the OIB
acquires a city house in Zokak al-Blat. 

Presidential Decree No. 14103 of
October 16, 1963, officially legalizes the
establishment of a branch of the DMG in Lebanon. 

1964

Events
June 1964: The OIB moves to its renovated premises in Zokak al-Blat in Beirut.

December 1964: Funded by the 
Volkswagen Foundation, the OIB 
acquires a summer residence in 
‘Aynab, caza Aleyh.

Vol. 1 of the new BTS series 
is published.

1961

Hans Robert Roemer (1915-1997)
OIB director, 1961-1963

Events
May 1, 1961: Funded by the German Ministry
of the Interior, the Orient-Institut opens in a
9-room flat in Rue Marie Curie, Immeuble
Samadi, near the Bristol Hotel.

August 1, 1961: The Assembly of the German
Oriental Association promulgates OIB constitution and elects H.R. Roemer 
as first director.

December 9: Lebanese government approves of establishment of OIB.

Celebrating the start of their work in Beirut on July 13, 1961: librarian Martiniano P. 
Roncaglia, Ms Roemer, director Dr. Hans-Robert Roemer, secretary Marlies Siegmund, 
poet and research assisstant Fouad Rifqa, research associate Götz Schregle (f.l.t.r.). 
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Cover of the first volume of the book 
series BTS

Hans Robert Roemer Fritz Steppat
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1968

Stefan Wild
OIB director 1968-1973

1973

Events 
Funded by the Thyssen Foundation, a new wing is added to the 
eastern side of the OIB building to create new space for guest 
rooms, offices, and the library.

Farewell of Fritz Steppat and welcome of Stefan Wild (to the left), with Gertraud 
Steppat and Gerlind Wild.

The new wing added to the OIB 

1974

Peter Bachmann,
OIB director, 1974-1978

1978

Events
The OIB rents a flat in Amman for emergency cases.
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1979

Ulrich Haarmann (1941-1999)
OIB director 1979-1980

1981

Gernot Rotter (1941-2010). OIB director, 1981-1984

Ulrich Haarmann 

1982

OIB summer residence in ‘Aynab damaged by bombardments, but 
partly renovated.

1984

Anton Heinen, SJ (1939-1998)
OIB director, 1984-1989

Gernot Rotter. Courtesy Palmyra-Verlag ©. Anton Heinen
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1993

Events
Istanbul branch of OI gains official status in Turkey.

1994

Angelika Neuwirth
OIB director, 1994-1999

Events
The Director and part of the 
German staff return from 
Istanbul to Beirut.

1997

Events
Vol. 1 of the new series Türkische Welten is published as an Istanbul-based 
subseries of BTS.

1998

Events
In agreement with the Volkswagen Foundation, the Institute’s former sum-
mer residence in ‘Aynab is sold.

Angelika Neuwirth

1987

Events
February/March 1987: Due to increasing kidnappings of foreigners in 
Lebanon, the German OIB staff is evacuated to Istanbul.

Development of an Istanbul branch of the OI.

1988

Events
March 1988: OIB summer residence in ‘Aynab completely destroyed 
by bombardments.

1989

Erika Glassen 
OIB director 1989-1994

Erika Glassen



1999

Manfred Kropp
OIB director, 1999-2007

2003

Events
July 1, 2003: OIB becomes part of the Foundation for German Humanities 
Institutes Abroad (DGIA).
Vol. 1 of the new ITS series (Istanbuler Texte und Studien) is published.

Manfred Kropp

2003: The OIB joins the DGIA

31
Timeline - Orient Institut Beirut

2006

Events
Summer war 2006: The stockrooms of the OIB’s Bibliotheca Islamica 
series in the southern suburbs of Beirut are destroyed by bombings.

Destructed stockroom



2007

Stefan Leder
OIB director, 2007 - Present

2009

Events
January 2009: Istanbul branch of the Orient-Institut becomes indepen-
dent Institute (OII).
May 2009: OIB opens liaison office at the premises of the DAAD in Cairo.

Stefan Leder

Istanbul
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The OIB team in summer 2010

The members of the OIB Advisory Board and the institute’s researchers on a field trip in April 2011
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